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this unintentional offering, and the pious Saivites fast
during the day and worship Siva at the four watches of
the night. At Bhuvaneshwara a hundred thousand
bel leaves are offered to an image representing half
Vishnu and half Siva.

AsokdshtamL This day is sacred because Sita, when
confined by Ravana in Ceylon, offered asoka leaves to
induce Siva to assist her to regain her liberty. At
Bhuvaneshwara Siva's substitute is carried to a temple
of Rama, where it remains for a few days. As this
corresponds to the Car Festival at Puri, the practices
of that ceremony are most closely followed.

Daman-bhangika Jdtra. As on this day Jagannatha
is supposed to steal thyme from a neighbouring garden,
Siva's representative is exposed on a platform where
he receives presents made of thyme.

Chandana Jdtra. The proxy is taken to a temple on
an island in the Vindu Sagara Lake, where he remains
for twenty-two days. Each evening he is rowed about
in a boat, and amused with music and dancing, and
Bhuvaneshwara himself receives an extra smearing of
sandal-wood paste daily.

Parasuramashtaina. On this day Chandrasekhara
has another excursion. He is carried in a chair on
men's shoulders to a temple of Parasurama, where he
is entertained with flowers, music, and dancing.

Sayana Chaturdasi. At this time Siva and Parvati,
represented by small images, are put to bed for their
long sleep of four months. The day is spent in
rejoicing.

Pavitrapani Jdtra is the day when a new poitra or
sacred thread is presented to the god.

Yamadevitrya* Yama, the Lord of Hades, on this
day was worshipped by his sister Yami, who for her